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Principal’s Voice 
         

What a fantastic year!  Our final issue of the View will give you a trip 
down memory lane. Our students, staff and parents did an amazing job 

creating an Accepting, Cooperative, Empathetic and Supportive learning 

environment. I am so proud of the way our students persevered through 
challenges and made their voices heard to make a difference. It is time to 
reflect on a wonderful year and celebrate your successes.  It will be 
bittersweet for some as we say farewell to our fifth graders. Although 
they will be moving on to their next school experience, Allen Creek will 
always be family. I wish everyone a very relaxing and fun-filled summer.  

 
 

Best, 
Michael Biondi 

Principal 
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Reading Can Take You        

Out of This World! 
- Karen Wilson; Librarian 

During the month of March, students and staff   
celebrated reading by participating in the OCHO 
(Opportunities for Children to Help Others)        
Project, a service-learning program.  The OCHO 
Project provided our students with the                 
opportunity to earn books for our partner school, 
Early Childhood School #57.  At the same time, 
Early Childhood School read to earn books for    
Allen Creek School.  All together our students and 
staff read for over 2,800 hours, exceeding our 
goal.  We celebrated on April 29 with a special 
OCHO book fair with free books for our students.  
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Author’s Visit  
- Karen Wilson; Librarian 

On Tuesday, March 5, children's book author Chris Barton 
visited us at Allen Creek School.  Barton is the author of 
many fiction and nonfiction picture books for children,  
including Shark vs. Train, Dazzle Ships, What Do You Do 
with a Voice Like That?, and the Mighty Truck series.  All 
students in grades K-3 had the  opportunity to hear him 
read one of his books, discuss his writing process, and    
answer questions.  It was a great day!    

4th Grade Team 
- Kate Milne; 4th Grade Teacher 

Fourth grade has been learning about poetry, playing 

with words, and using different formats to convey 

meaning. Students met with kindergarten buddies to 

brainstorm and write poems about friendship. It was so 

fun to see what metaphors and similes the kindergarten 

friends came up with!  Fourth graders helped with the 

writing, and both partners decorated the final copy. 

This was definitely our favorite buddy creation so far! 



 

Odyssey of the Mind  

Congratulations to all of our Odyssey of the 
Mind Participants.  Perseverance, team work 
and creativity was in abundance this year!  
One of our teams impressively placed 7th at 
the States Tournament in Binghamton! 
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Junior Achievement Day 
- 5th Grade Team 

This year, all 5th grade students participated 

in a day-long learning event hosted by      

Junior Achievement. Junior Achievement is 

a non-profit organization that is dedicated 

to teaching students about financial literacy, 

work readiness, and entrepreneurship. Our 

guest teachers from Junior Achievement 

lead several sessions which included writing 

resumes, job interview skills, and global 

trade. Students had time to learn from      

experts in the field through engaging,    

hands-on activities. We learned that we 

have many budding entrepreneurs in the 

5th grade!  
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Western Hemisphere Day 
- Shannon Cunniffe 

On May 23, the 5th graders celebrated Art Ambassador's Western Hemisphere Day.  In the morning, the students 
rotated between 4 projects… 
1. Ojo de Dios (God’s Eye)- the students wound colorful yarn around popsicle stick X’s, inspired by the art of the 

Huichol Indians in Mexico. They learned the symbolism of the crosses and colors used in the art.  
2. Molas- The students learned about the technique of reverse applique that the Kuna Indians of Panama use to 

create magnificent molas- and then made their own versions using colorful scratch paper.  
3. Worry Dolls- We read the legend of Guatemalan Worry Dolls, a story that described life in rural Guatemala 

for ancestors of the Mayans. The legend is that you can tell a worry doll your worries and hopes, place it under 
your pillow at night, and awake with the magic inside you to make your dreams come true. They each made 
their own worry doll- perfect to use as they go off to middle school… 

4. Brazil Presentation- Special thanks to Valeria Bendana, who created a wonderful presentation on life in Brazil. 
The students also created blue macaws out of pipe cleaners and feathers.  

After a break for lunch and recess, the students were treated to a special afternoon thanks to Grupo Cultural      
Latinos En Rochester, a not-for-profit that promotes Latin American cultural heritage in Western New York. The 
students rotated between a rockin’ (and sweaty) Latin dance party and a story telling session in Spanish, where the 
kids learned Spanish words for colors, fruits, and animals. The storyteller who dressed from head to toe as a red 
macaw and performed the tango was an unexpected bonus!  
Thanks to the wonderful parent volunteers who prepped and helped run all these projects, and to the amazing 

teachers and staff who supported a wonderful day.  
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A Year in Review 
- Annie Shaffer; After School Enrichment Chair 

A Year-in-Review 
ACE PTSA’s transition to on-line registration for after-school programs is going strong in its second year of                
implementation.  We had a fantastic year with robust enrichment offerings. This is made possible by the wonderful 
group of parent coordinators (see list below), who devoted their personal time to invest in and support our school 
clubs.  We can't thank you enough! 

Chess Clubs Co-Coordinators: Sarah Loverdi, John Stephanos and John Wright  
Musical Theatre Co-Coordinators: Jean Marie Mangione and Kara Miller 

Science Club Coordinators: Lindsay Lucas and Andrea Popp 
Yoga Club Coordinators: Amy Reiter and Fiona Wolfe 

After-School Enrichment Programs Chair: Annie Shaffer  
After-School Clubs Team Needs You! 
We are in need of after-school club coordinators for the 2019-2020 school year, specifically in Science Club 3-5 and 
Yoga Club 3-5.  Without you, we will not be able to offer nearly as much a robust menu of enrichment programs.   
No subject-matter expertise is required!  All that’s needed is a lot of enthusiasm and basic computer skills to set up 
sign-in/sign-out sheets.  You'd also need to be on site after school to oversee the program while it’s in session. 
Please consider taking on a club coordinator role so that we can continue to offer fun, educational, and reasonably 
priced after-school enrichment activities.  Contact Annie Shaffer at annie_wu_us@yahoo.com to explore a               
coordinator opportunity!  Be a school superhero and volunteer today  

Spring Chess Club  
- John Stephanos; Chess Club Co-Coordinator 

We had a very successful Spring Chess club 
with a total of 57 children participating across 
grades 1 through 5.  Thanks to our wonderful 
Rochester Chess Center Instructors and parent 
volunteers, the kids showed great progress in 
their skill levels resulting in a fun and             
challenging tournament (the third grade      
tournament was so close, we had a 3-way tie 
for second place).  We are looking forward to 
picking things back up in the Fall.  

mailto:annie_wu_us@yahoo.com


May 2019 Teacher and Staff    

Appeciation Luncheon 
- Annie Shaffer; Appreciation Events Co-Chair 

ACE PTSA hosted it's annual teacher and staff appreciation 
luncheon on May 7th.  It was a delightful treat for our 
school superheroes to sit down at tables with beautiful    
floral arrangements and enjoy mouth-watering catered   
entrees, decadent desserts, beverages and fruit 
bowls.  The attendees felt very appreciated!  Many thanks 
to volunteers for their generous contributions to the 
luncheon's success! 

Appreciation Team Needs You! 
Two co-chair opportunities will be available for the 2019-2020 school year.  ACE appreciation events are not only 
fun to plan but also only take place twice a year: a Fall appreciation breakfast in November and a Spring catered 
luncheon in May.  The co-chair positions are ideal for working (p/t or f/t) parents as much of the logistics can be 
done from a computer.  There will be plenty of team transitional support from outgoing co-chairs. Recruit a friend 
to co-chair with you!  Contact Annie Shaffer at annie_wu_us@yahoo.com to raise your hand! 
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Yoga Club K-5 
- Amy Reiter; Yoga Club Coordinator 

Spring 2019 Yoga Club has gotten off to a great start 
on May 21st! Our students are practicing focus and 
control while strengthening their muscles. What a 
great way to end a school day!  Namaste!  

Musical Theatre Club 
- Jean Marie Mangione; Musical Theatre Club 

Co-Coordinator 

ACE's Musical Theatre met for the first time on 
May 3rd.  The 38 fourth and fifth grade            
participants played improvisation games, 
learned a song and how to audition.  Over the 
next few weeks, the students will learn a script, 
songs and dances.  Musical Theatre will          
conclude with a showcase performance from 
the Wizard of Oz on June 7th! 



Thanks to All ACE PTSA       

Volunteers 
- Kristen Rohlfs and Sarah Pelusio; PTSA Co-Chairs 

A sincere THANK YOU to all the parents, educators, and 
staff members who have been involved with the ACE 
PTSA this year! Whether you served pizza at the Sock 
Hop, manned a Chess Tournament, helped in a       
classroom as a Room Parent, or all of the above (and 
more!) . . . please know that your time and attention 
are greatly appreciated. 

HUGE THANKS to the PTSA Committee Chairs who 

worked hard to plan and manage so many programs 

and events at Allen Creek. Your help directly enriches 

the Allen Creek Elementary experience for our students 

and families and provides so much of what makes ACE 

feel more like a community than a building. 

ACE PTSA Gave Back With HBCCC! 
- Carrie Green; Founder of HBCCC 

April was National Volunteer Month and over 70 Allen Creek students participated in an event to support Happy 
Birthday Cha Cha Cha (HBCCC). HBCCC is a non-profit organization that serves to provide birthday gifts to children 
in need right here in Rochester. Children in the program receive basic necessities and toys on their birthdays.   

Over two afternoons, student volunteers helped wrap over 150 toys! Additionally, they decorated cards and 
talked about having empathy for families who might not be as fortunate. Families also donated much needed 
fruit cups and toothpaste to the program. We at HBCCC were overwhelmed with the support. Thank you so much 
Allen Creek families! The number of children who brought donations and volunteered blew me away. It is won-
derful to be part of this community! Together, we can make a difference. 
Missed out? No worries!   We plan to hold more kids-helping-kids events next year!  
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PTSA Volunteers Needed 
- Kristen Rohlfs; PTSA Co-Chair 

What do you like about the Art Ambassadors program or the many After School Enrichment clubs at ACE? Did you 
use the directory, purchase a yearbook, or enjoy the photo booth at the Celebration of Learning? ALL of this (and 
more!) is made possible by amazing VOLUNTEERS who work hard to provide the PTSA programs and events at ACE. 

There are many PTSA leadership positions open for 2019-2020 and we’d love to have your help!  All levels of time-

commitment and extro/introvert can be accommodated, and most positions can be held by two people, so you can 

share responsibilities with a friend! You can also ease into a role by shadowing a veteran volunteer. Our ACE PTSA is 

flexible, cooperative, and supportive, and we need you on our team! 

Visit ace.pittsfordptsa.net/volunteer-opportunities for details on each position. 
Email ace@pittsfordptsa.net to sign up or to talk about finding the best role for you. 

mailto:ace@pittsfordptsa.net


The Spring Celebration 
Susan McCoy; Spring Celebration Chair 

Another successful Spring Celebration is in the books! 
The event was held on May 14th and saw masses of  
families visiting classrooms, touring hallways and          
discussing artwork in the gymnasium all in celebration of 
their student’s accomplishments throughout the year. 
Family and friends had an up close, behind-the-scenes 
peek inside the classroom at all the hard work students – 
and teachers! – had put in to the year thus far and were 
so proud to share.  

In addition to the celebration of learning, students also 
had the opportunity to visit one of many activities taking 
place. The ever successful Scholastic book fair was      
hopping in the Multi-Purpose Room while the              
gymnasium saw its fair share of action with a cup      
stacking contest brought to us by Mr. Novitsky and               
Mr. McAlpin, the Clix photo booth and a cotton-candy 
treat brought to us by Sugary Delights. Mrs. Bay was 
holding lively discussions about cotton candy vs. ice 
cream; apparently students have strong opinions both 
ways as to what they want at the Spring Celebration!  

Thank you to all who attended (and helped organize) 
such a special event for the students! 
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Kindergarten Authors 
- Lori Lusk; Kindergarten Teacher 

Mrs. Lusk's kindergarten published their 
first non-fiction class book through    
Scholastic!  The book supported our new 
science unit on weather as well as ABC 
order and each child contributed a fact 
and corresponding picture. We dedicated 
our book to all the students and staff at 
ACE who ACE it everyday!  We donated a 
copy to Mr. Biondi and the school library; 
stop in and give it a read!  


